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honor the Father

Ever had a
conversation with
someone who
constantly reminds you
of something you did
ages ago and are trying
to put behind you ...?

Ever had an argument
with an old friend who
constantly reminds you
of something you did to
him years ago—
something he says he’s
forgiven you of
but hasn't ...?

Ever wonder whether
God acts the same
way ...? Can God

really really wipe away
all our mistakes and
give us a “clean slate?”

Invite a friend to come

and reflect on these
questions with you.

Sundays @
10:30 this
Spring @

LHCC

The Power of Forgiveness

by Michael S. Moore

follow the Son welcome the Spirit
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Ephesians 6:2 - Honor your father and mother,
which is the first commandment with a promise.
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PRAYER..
AMERICA’S
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National Day of Prayer - Thursday May 7
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April Baptism:
Robyn Adams
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Memorial Day
Monday May 25
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Youth Group
Paintball Event

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
8:00am Women
of God 6:00pm Women'’s 11:30am Prayer
Bible Study Group
6:30pm Potluck
5:00pm GodZown Prayer 7:00pm Midweek 6:45pm Choir
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Motlber’s 6:00pm Women'’s 11:30am Prayer
Bible Study Group
6:30pm Potluck
Prayer 7:00pm Midweek 6:45pm Choir
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
12:00pm Saints
12:00pm Solos! Alive Lunch 11:30am Prayer | Children’s Ministry
Lunch 6:00pm Women'’s Group Event
6:30pm Potluck Bible Study
5:00pm GodZown Prayer 7:00pm Midweek 6:45pm Choir
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
6:00pm Women'’s 11:30am Prayer _mfw
Bible Study Group . g
6:30pm Potluck 6:30pm Worship
5:00pm GodZown Prayer 7:00pm Midweek 6:45pm Choir Service
31
12:00pm Align &
Design Lunch
é - t/larjorls M_auer 13 - ﬁudreé Salt 28 - Wendell Burk
5 - T?‘“r:i “aV'S " ) Bnnekl' tagton 28 - Deven Williams
° - V!”_‘ eNe3|’ 5 ) V\Ir'CIJI'O mF urltls 29 - Jan Bollinger
- Vivian Nolan 0 - Wi lam Fowler 29 - Homer Carbiener
10 - Dean Selvey 20 - Teri Fulghum
12 - Rhonda Kelley 20 - Kris Jensen
15 - Betty Archambeau 20 - Sandra Lee
16 - Roy Achmoody 25 - Cyndi Rossenbach

18 - Wes Colbrunn 26 - Jessica Beason




Over the years that I've been involved with prayer, I've discovered that | really don’'t know “diddly”
about it. Oh, | go through the motions; try to say and do all the right things ... but truthfully, I don 't know
“diddly” about prayer.

Several months ago there was an editorial in “Pray ” magazine (March/April 2009) in which Gary Bergel
adapted from an Old English manuscript an article f irst written by John Robinson, a pilgrim pastor who
died in 1625. It really helped me understand more a bout this precious gift from God. Here's an excerpt
“While all [Christians] would seem to practice pray er, few actually know it in truth and experience. W e

may say prayers, sing prayers, read prayers, and he  ar prayers, and yet not really pray.”

Ouch! | confess that | sometimes find myself fallin g into that category of “not really praying.” Of co urse |
say prayers; in fact, Claudia and | pray every morn ing together, and | say them after reading the Scri p-
tures. | sing praise songs in the choir (and the sh  ower), | read prayers, and read about prayer ... but t ruth

be known, | don’t know “diddly” about prayer!

So what is true prayer ? Well, John Robinson says that when we ask God for things, we shouldn’t ask out

of pride or arrogance; we shouldn’t ask without hav ing a purpose, and we shouldn’'t ask with the idea o f
trying to move God to believe that our ideas are be tter than His. Instead, we should align ourselves w ith
God'’s purpose in our lives and believe in our heart s that He will do those things He said He would do, ei-
ther through Scripture or some other means of commu nication. That's tough! How do we know what
God wants us to do, and how do we know what His pur pose is for us?

| struggle with phrases like “according to His will ;" and “dependency upon Him.” Often | find it hard to be
dependent on God when | can’t see Him, touch Him, o r (audibly) hear Him. | just have to take on faith
that God’s Holy Spirit lives within me and that He’ s the One who guides and directs me ... and that’s not
always easy. After all, how do | know those little voices in my head are really from God? How do | kno w
that these urges and nudges are from the Holy Spiri t (read 1 John 4:1-6)? As Christians we sometimes
throw around catch phrases like “according to His w ill” without explaining how we’re supposed to know
whether or notit's God’s will. It would be so much simpler if we just got“z  apped” every time we stepped

out of line ... but we don't. | guess that's because o f the “free-will” God’s given us (a topic for anoth er
time).

Being “dependent on God” is really hard for me. | a Iways want to handle things myself. A funny thing
happened several weeks ago. | was creating an inter active document on my computer, but I just could-

n’t get it to work. | struggled with it for over an hour; trying different things, but nothing worked. A little
voice said, “Why don’t you stop and pray. Ask God t o help you.” “No. That's okay” | said, “I'll figur e it
out.” After more of the same bad results | finally threw up my hands and started praying. Amazingly, o n
the very next attempt to resolve my problem, | foun d the solution! Call it coincidence if you want ... b utl
believe God knows computers too! Yes, | struggle w ith being dependent on God; | especially struggle

with being dependent on God for all the small thing s. My nature dictates that | should depend on God

only for the large, difficult projects; that | shou l[dn’t bother Him with the small stuff. But what I'v e discov-
ered is that He’s available to help us with every aspect of our lives ... we just have to let Him.

So what have | learned from all this? I've learned that | still don’t know “diddly” about prayer and p roba-
bly never will. But that won’'t stop me from learnin g more about it. I'll continue to strive to get clo ser to
God; I'll strive to listen to Him and obey Him. I'l | try to depend on God for even the little things, and Il

struggle with knowing His will for my life. Isn’tt hat what faith is about? One of my favorite Scripture verses
is Hebrews 11:6 ... “Without faith it is impossible to  please God, because anyone who comes to him must
believe that he exists and that he rewards those wh o earnestly seek him.” So my friends, keep praying;
true prayer is about living by faith.




Women of God |~ _solos!

Our Singles Group will meet
for lunch on Sunday, May 17

D Black Angus

$ % & & % (2125 E. Camelback)

W.E.

Please let Hope Bennett
know if you'd like to attend z
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Seniors - you are

invited to our monthly
seniors lunch on Tuesday,
May 19 at 12:00pm

Cost is $7.00 which
includes all you can eat
lunch, dessert,
beverages and
door prizes.

Invite a friend!




So | was thinking (scary | know),

In your daily encounters with Jesus, are those expe  riences so powerful that you can “feel it in the ai r'?
Before Easter, we encouraged our teens to read thro ugh the book of Mark. We provided some ques-
tions to get them thinking and encouraged them to | ournal responses to those questions, and to the tex  t

itself. We followed up by watching “The Passion of the Christ” on Good Friday, and followed that up b y
worshiping together Easter Sunday.

Through that process | started writing little “revi  ews” of each of Mark’s chapters to share with the y outh.
While doing that, | studied the text. Sometimes, m ore than others, | got deep into the background, h is-
torically, culturally, geographically. Usually tho ugh, | just focused on Jesus. | tried as hard as| could to
be a witness to everything He did. When he perform ed a miracle | was the one he healed, or a witness

in the crowd, or even sometimes opposition like a Pharisee. | shared this experience with the teens at
GodZown one night: one evening | had come back to the office after some event so | was at the
church late. | studied a chapter in Mark, leading up to Jesus’ crucifixion. When | was walking to my
truck, outside, | just felt a sense, a sense of exc itement and confusion in the air. It made me think about
those senses we have sometimes, you know like durin g Christmas time, when “Christmas in in the air.”

Or spring time, when Baseball’s spring training beg ins, and we're breaking out our shorts, and replaci ng
shoes with flip flops, “summer is in the air.” It seems to me, usually when | notice “something in th e air’ its
positive-but when its not, it may be even more memo rable.

| had never thought about the sense of confusion th at was probably “in the air” for the disciples. Je sus
keeps talking about leaving them, dying, but coming back. He’'s really drummed up some powerful op-
position too. The disciples didn’t truly understan  d everything that was going to happen, | bet those last
couple of weeks before Jesus’ trial were strange. | think the disciples could feel it in the air.

How about Jesus? Evident of his prayer before bein g betrayed, Jesus could sense something very pow-

erful in the air. It was the fragrance of betraya | and commitment, hatred and love, condemnation and

forgiveness. Some things in life are Nilla Wafer-e  sque; “Simple Goodness.” Other things have so many

ingredients that we cannot begin to break down it's recipe. Jesus’ trial, conviction, crucifixion, an d res-

urrection is that way. Conflicting, amazing, compl icated, impossible to fully describe in words. The Rob-

bie Seay Band's song “Beautiful Scandalous Night” r eflects this truth:

“At the wonderful, tragic, mysterious tree; On that beautiful, scandalous night you and me; We're aton ed by
His blood and forever washed white; on that beautif ul, scandalous night.”

As we move forward from the Easter holiday, let's n ever lose the ability to experience and feel God’s
love in the air.
Just a thought,
Kurt

Attention New Jr. High Parents! If your child is movimgp the 7th grade next school
year, this summer they are part of our Jr. High youthidtty! Contact Kurt for
upcoming events for your preteens like Jr. High Camp Juli6l2-




It seems like the summer blockbuster movies come ou
season, begins in May. Youth ministry sometimes fe
with plenty of opportunities to grow and to serve.
on your summer plans. In what areas will you place
youth and parents to talk to Kurt about how we can

So, please take time early this May to begin to fo

t earlier and earlier. The summer, for the movie
els the same way! Our summer will be plenty busy,

the most significance? This is an open invitation
work together to make this summer one of great
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This will be the fourth house in four years that
LHCC has built in Mexico. It has become a
great tradition that encourages great bonding
and fellowship while we work together to serve
Jesus. Limited spots on this trip are available so
talk to me immediately if you desire to go, or
desire to help others go financially
/"y "o
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VBS in the past has provided us a sort of
“after party” for the teens who have
helped out. This year will be a little more

intentional & organized. As VBS
approaches stay tuned for a day by day
break down of planned activities. Plan on
making this week a priority on your
summer calendar!

| know you’re not kids anymore, which
means you're valuable (and free) help!
For the first time, we will encourage our
HS students to be camp counselors for our
grade school camp. This will certainly be a
fun time helping kids, and hanging out with
each other, but we’ll also take time to
focus on how we may use this time
to grow as well.
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July 19-25 // California // Cost TBD

CIY can be a very powerful week during your summer.
moved by God, He will use this week to challenge an

Expect fun times at the beach and

If you’re open to be
d direct you!

an extra day to p lay in CA.
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It was nice to see Stacey Wilkinson,
college student at Texas A & M and
daughter of Mark & Cindy Wilkinson
in the Valley on two separate week-
ends. A note from Mark & Cindy sent
greetings & prayers for another suc-
cess missions trip to Mexico... Jim &
Joyce Mouer are home from a Easter
Vacation with family to Hawaii...  Karen
Beason and granddaughter, Jessica
Beason went to Florida for Easter visit-
ing family and went fishing on the
ocean where Jessica caught a catfish
(eww)...our prayers and sympathy are
extended to Dwight & Tracy Knowlton
on the death of Dwight's grand-
mother in Michigan... Bill Breedlove has
moved to a care home in Scotts-
dale.... Jane Brown spent several
weekends in Missouri with her parents
who are having health concerns, we
keep them in our prayers... Brave
Athena Ashcraft , granddaughter of
Donna Ashcraft , continues to heal
from her second surgery to remove a
brain tumor... Jane Eatherly is recover-

ing from her second knee sur-
gery...Homer Carbiener sends his
greetings...In sports news, Drew & Dus-

tin Inness are having a great year
playing baseball and Jessica Beason
will be going to California with her
baseball team... Aubrey Frear is learn-
ing the fine art of TaeKwonDo (careful
Carson) and congrats to Jennifer
Brown on making the Concert Choir at
Sunnyslope High... Dan & Melanie
Brookey went to Tucson to attend a
marriage conference and spent time
with friends, Roger & Robin Blumenthal
at Pantano Christian Church... Hope
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Bennett visited with former member,
Connie Pratt in Marana, AZ and then
Connie surprised Albert & Lorna Warren
with a visit to their “going away” party

at Debbie & Hayden Morrison’s ...Our
sincere well wishes to the Warrens on
their move to Colorado - we’ll miss you
(until we meet again)...On the “wish |
were them” section: Noel & Sarah Salt
are in Australia for two weeks scuba
diving on the coral reef...and The Frear
Family escaped the early heat with an
annual trip to Flagstaff... Brandon Ben-
nett, son of Hope Bennett continues to
fly missions with his squadron and Ron
Davis continues to serve on the home-
front and on this month, for

one day, we will all pause

to remember, respect and

honor those who have

given their all in the service

to their country Memorial

Day, May 25...

3 year olds - 6th grade
girls, get ready for
“Timeless Tiaras” on
Friday, May 22 at
6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall...

Mark your calendars for our  Mexico
Missions Trip - Wednesday, June 17 to
Sunday, June 21. Cost is $300. Contact
Kurt Coffman for more information...Our
Men’s Monday Night Softball team
started another season in March and
they will continue until June 1 at Rose
Mofford Sports Complex (25th Ave &
Dunlap). Come out and cheer
our team on...Anxiously awaiting
news from the Davis Family ....




