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Let us Celebrate and Rejoice Mike Moore

As summer winds to a close and Fall begins it's goo  d to reflect on what Christ is doing
amongst us, His resurrected people. Two recent book s help guide our thoughts

In Alive Again: Recession and Recovery in the Church , Reggie Stackhouse fo-
cuses on Jesus’ metaphor in Matthew 13:31-32, “Thou  gh the mustard seed is
small, it eventually grows to be the greatest of al | shrubs.” As Reggie points out,
something latent but powerful is taking shape in th e Christian Church. Social
analysts have long been saying that many churches i n North America have been
going through a wilderness sojourn, but signs of re  surrection are beginning to ap-
pear, and Stackhouse believes that we need to celeb rate and recognize that we

are living, not in the twilight of faith, but on th e eve of renewal.

In Dying Church, Living God: A Call to Begin Again , Chuck Meyer focuses on Je-
sus’ metaphor in Matthew 9:17, “New wine must be pu t into new wineskins.” As
Chuck points out, sometimes old ministries have to die in order for new ministries
to come to life. This should not surprise us. Nor should it bother us. In fact he
urges us to look forward to what God is going to do as he creates these new
wineskins in our midst, suggesting that it might be time for many of us to rethink
what the Spirit whispers to our hearts about the fo rm and function of that thing
we call “church.”

This year has already been a very
good year for us at LHCC. We've
had more small groups, more Bible
studies, more mentoring experi-
ences, more baptisms, more VBS stu-
dents, more mission opportunities,
and more plain old fun than perhaps
many of us have experienced in a
long time. We've had some of our
best summer attendance numbers
ever. Guests are sitting down right
next to us, looking to find the love of
God. God is doing some powerful
. things— can you see it?

It's good to “celebrate and rejoice”

honor the Father follow the Son welcome the Spirit



September events

When our Garden of Memories was constructed in 1998, a 21 niche
Columbarium was included in the original design. T his Columbarium
(God calls them and we bury them - in the words of Tim Slider) is now 100%

reserved or occupied and thanks to your generous do nations we
have added another 21 niches.

Join us on Sunday,
September 27
following the

10:30am
Worship Service
for a brief
dedication of this
new Garden of
Memories
Columbarium.

For more
information
about our
Garden of
Memories

Columbarium,

/ including
\ cremation and

columbarium
pricing, check
out the pamphlets on the
information counter.

ColumbawriumAddition
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We want yow inv choiv!

Join us on Sunday, September 20 right
after church in the choir room for a
quick informational reception with our
choir director, Ann Huffman

All interested are welcome!

HANDBELL
CHOIR

Signups will be taken for a
Holiday Handbell Choir!

Shea Williams
Tristan Albrecht

New Home:
Claire Mott

7550 N. 16th St #6226
Phoenix, AZ 85020

Melissa Ream
6177 N. 87th Lane
Glendale, AZ 85305

GREETERS

Vivian,
Casey &
Taylor
Nolan




1 2 3 4 5
6:00pm Women's
Bible Study
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
8:00am Women
of God Bible
Study
6:30pm Potluck 6:00pm Women'’s
Prayer Group Bible Study 6:45pm Choir
Practice
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Linda Stanton
Kulpahar Visit 12:00pm Saint's
Alive Lunch Kids Movie Event
6:30pm Potluck 6:00pm Women'’s 6:45pm Choir
5:00pm GodZown Prayer Group Bible Study Practice
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
12:00pm Solos!
Singles Lunch
12:00pm Choir
Reception 6:30pm Potluck 6:00pm Women'’s | Divorce Recovery 6:45pm Choir
5:00pm GodZown Prayer Group Bible Study Group Practice
27 28 29 30
12:00pm
Columbarium
Dedication
6:30pm Potluck 6:00pm Women'’s | Divorce Recovery
5:00pm GodZown Prayer Group Bible Study Group
5 - Catherine Beason 18 - Jacob Hagert . .
gery 25 - Tim Slider

7 - Nicole Curtis
8 - Mike Nowicz

9 - Christian Zuck

15 - Wanda Cook
15 - Chase Evans
16 - Kyle Bollinger
17 - Jane Brown

18 - Whitney Vickrey
18 - Sammie West

20 - Kevin Evans
21 - Eva Fowler

22 - Gerry Beamon

22 - Shelly Ream

24 - Shannen Williams

26 - Joyce Mouer

27 - Martha Kreighbaum
28 - Jean Brown

28 - Tiffany Sams

28 - Lance Stockhauser
30 - Joan Henderson



Anyone who has experienced divorce knows that it
Is painful. Our culture wants to pretend thatmis
big deal, as common as a cold.

Take two aspirin; you'll feel better
In the morning

But it's not that easy. The pain of a broken relatigmdingers, and the effects of betrayal
last longer than the flu! Time does not mend a broken h&alit;God can heal the hurts

that go deep into the soul. Without His healing, thesends can affect new relation-
ships as well as your walk with Gddfe After Divorce offers help for men and women
in a 12 week program of video presentations and small groapsdiens for both men

and women, using material from the
American Association of Christian Counselors.
Admission is free Let the healing begin!

Life After Divorce
Wednesday Evenings . 6:30pm — 8:30 pm
Begins September 23
Connection Cafe

Mark your calendars for Sunday, September 13 as
we welcome Kulpahar Kids Home Missionary,
Linda Stanton to Lincoln Heights.

Linda has been on this mission field for over 30
years and is in the US for a lovely time of refresh -
ment. Linda will speak at a combined adult Bible
School Class in the Sanctuary at 9:30am and then
again briefly at the 10:30am Sunday Service.

Kulpahar Kids
Home
Missionary,
Linda Stanton




WomenofGod =~ §olos!

Singles Group

Join us on Sunday,
September 20 for lunch at

Sonora Brew House

(homemade Root Beer)
322 E. Camelback

Contact Hope Bennett to RSVP
Fabulous Food & Homemade
Root Beer

To find out more about these active
supportive small groups,
contact Tracy Knowlton

Encounter Worship on Saturday, September 26 at

Sitirs Nz

Child care is available
Calling all Senior Saints: join us on Tuesday, September 15 at
12 noon as we resume our monthly luncheons. Costi s $7.00 for
the best homemade lunch in town made by Vivian Nola n,
Chef Shelly (Ream) and Leah Morse. Activities prov  ided by
Tracy Knowlton. Plan to attend and
invite a friend or neighbor.
Tickets available in the Connection Café!




So, | was thinking ... Pastor Mark Batterson, in his
book In A Pit With a Lion on a Snowy Day |,
qguotes Madeleine L'Engle to open one of his
chapters; “We try to be too reasonable about
what we believe. What | believe is not reason-
able at all. In fact, it's hilariously impossible.
Possible things aren’t worth much. These crazy
impossible things keep us going.”

In a Pit With a Lion on a Snowy Day , basically
takes the obscure story of Benaiah in the Old
Testament (2 Samuel 23) in which Benaiah kills a
lion...in a pit on a snowy day and uses this small
success story in the OT to encourage Christians
to live more courageously-to be “lion chasers.”
Benaiah goes on to be the head of security for
King David, a good job no doubt. Benaiah
takes a dangerous, life threatening, potentially
disastrous situation and turns it to his favor, to  his
benefit.

| don't think Mark Batterson would say he in
anyway was writing an exegetical commentary
(or an academic study) on 2 Samuel, but is sim-
ply using this story as a reminder of what great
things can happen when we take a chance.
Historys’ greatest moments happened because
people took risks. | hesitate to even say “great”
people took risks, history has made these peo-
ple great, extraordinary, but in the present |
would argue that most of these great leaders
were ordinary people facing lions, worried
about the outcome, but willing to take the risk.

From Christian researchers, archeologists, scien-
tists, historians, and Christian authors like C.S.
Lewis & Lee Strobel — there are plenty of people

who help us get a firm understanding of Jesus, God,
and the Bible. They present logical arguments that
prove and help solidify our faith. Still, there is  some-
thing to be said about the “hilariously impossible. "

We serve an amazingly big and powerful God! How

sad would it be if we could contain His creativity, His
goals for us, or His Love in a 300 page text book? Our
God’s essence cannot be contained in a biography,

His character cannot be betrayed in a documentary,

He cannot be fully revealed in a cover story for Ti me
Magazine. If that were possible, well, maybe our f aith
“wouldn’t be worth much.”

Apply this to your life. What lions are you facing  ? Col-
lege fears, family struggles, financial crisis’, re lationship
worries, the list goes on forever. Are these probl ems
disastrous circumstances or a lion that once con-
quered will be an amazing story for life’'s resume? I'm
not suggesting lions are easily defeated, or even t hat
you can handle them alone. No, it sounds impossibl e,
but that's how big the God is that | serve.

Just a thought, Kurt




Is: Asafe environmerib ask tough questions about God, life, pnd

your beliefs — Alun environmento meet other teenagers and hang out with
your friends — Agreat environmenb experience the One True God.
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Wanda Cook and her son, David re-
cently went to the Civic Plaza for the
Antiques Road Show and had some of
their treasures appraised... Betty and
James Tucker took a day trip to Globe
with Karen Beason to visit & lunch with
friends...Congratulations to Fran &
John Rapacz on birth of their new
grandson, Maxwell Richard Boos. Max
was born to Fran’s son, Shane and his
wife, Shannon on July 28...Interested in
joining a Holiday Handbell Choir , let
our choir director Ann Huffman hear
from you. We’'ll meet together briefly
for a choir reception on Sunday, Sept
20 in the choir room...and join us on
Sunday, September 27 for a brief
dedication of the new columbarium
addition in our Garden of Memo-
ries...After serving a south Phoenix
neighborhood for over 18 years,  Mark
Messner will be closing his Pepi’s Pizza
Shop, Mark looks forward to new ad-
ventures & we can’t wait to see what
God will do & what doors He will
open...Congratulations to Flo Beason
on the successful sale of her son
Scott’'s Beauty Salon, this was a matter
of great prayer...Looking for someone

to photograph  Fido or take a few
candids of your canine, Tim Kelley has
started a new business doing just
that... Melissa Ream is a happy first

o4 @ 4@
o e

time homeowner - ahh, the joy of a
mortgage (Congrats)... Tracey Jumper
sends her love from the cool pines of
Payson...At long last, Delaney Hamilton ,
and proud grammie, Fran Rapacz will
attend the premier of Delaney’s movie
“All About Steve” with Sandra Bullock.
Look for it in theaters beginning Sept
4..Laurie Hadley had a ball at Big Surf
with help from Meredith Colbrunn... oh,
yeah, 5 kids went too... Jessica Beason
continues to compete on a swim team
and this is your invitation to let the of-
fice know of all your kids activities &
accomplishments. We love to know
what's going on...Plan to welcome
Brad & Debbie Ellegen |,
missionaries from Ger-
many with Cadence
International on Sunday,
October 18. Brad will be
bringing the morning
message...Wow,we
have a new sound booth in the Fellow-
ship Hall. No more temporarily moving
equipment around. Thanks to  Tim Slider
& Kurt Coffman !.We miss Claudia
Achmoody as she continues to work
away from home at her temporary job
in the busy city of Thermopolis, WY.
...Ladies, plan to attend this year’s
Women of Faith conference on Octo-
ber 2 & 3 at the US Airway center (Sun’s
Arena). Contact  Tracy Knowlton for
more info or www.womenoffaith.com/
phoenix/ And Dan & Melanie
Brookey have tickets available for the
October 3 presentation of  “Til Death Do
Us Part” ... Randy & Eileen Davis, long
time members at LHCC, send their for-
mer church family their greetings. All is
well with them...l think Carson Frear got
a nasty scratch on his face while fight-
ing Dinosaurs recently. Yikes!



